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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT AND CEO DECEMBER 16, 2020 

Dear Joe, 

This month, the National Mining Association asks you to join us in celebrating
our nation’s miners. Every year on December 6 we celebrate National Miners’
Day, a time to acknowledge the important work of America’s mining community
to keep our country prosperous and safe. 

This observance serves as an important recognition for the hardworking men
and women that bring us the raw materials used in everything from smart
phones to fighter jets to medical supplies and even vaccines. They contribute
valuable mineral resources that are often overlooked and underappreciated for
being the key foundational elements of America’s supply chains. 

Mining’s essential role in our modern world is unwavering — it remains the
backbone of America’s technological innovation and future. However, it
continues to be restrained by duplicative permitting policies and cumbersome
laws that hinder forward progress. Thankfully, both the public and our
policymakers are waking up to the importance of minerals. As President-elect
Biden and his cabinet begin to lay out their policy priorities, it is clear that
rebalancing our domestic mineral supply chain will help our economic recovery,
put hardworking Americans back to work and ensure our national security. The
National Mining Association and our member companies stand ready to support
a secure future where domestic mining provides the majority of our country’s
mineral needs. 

Throughout the pandemic, mines across the country continued operations as
part of our essential industries, demonstrating the safe and reliable capabilities
of U.S. mining while producing minerals that keep other industries running.  
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As we enter a new year, and reflect upon the challenges of 2020, I would like to
thank the tens of thousands of miners across the country who worked with such
dedication — and continue to work — to deliver the essential minerals we all
need. 

Thank you, 

Rich Nolan 
NMA President and CEO

VIDEO
Securing Our Supply Chains At Home 

Take a look at the periodic table and you will see minerals we need to be
sourcing here at home. The U.S. is more than 50 percent import reliant for
46 minerals, and 100 percent import reliant for 17 minerals. It’s time to
recognize the importance of minerals supply chains.

TOOLKIT 
The Mining Facts You Need to Know 

LEARN MORE

https://mineralsmakelife.org/blog/how-american-miners-are-safely-providing-minerals-during-covid-19/
https://youtu.be/O5mVguioVck
https://youtu.be/O5mVguioVck
https://mineralsmakelife.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/NMA_ExternalFactBook_2020_Final.pdf
https://youtu.be/O5mVguioVck


Explore the impact of mining in numbers. Here are the various reasons
why mineral resources make for a better life and a better future.
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