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WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW

A new report from the U.S. Department of Commerce, in collaboration with other
agencies, recommends improved permitting processes to support domestic
mining.
Despite being home to an estimated $6.2 trillion in mineral reserves, duplicative
permitting processes contribute to the U.S. importing $5 billion in foreign minerals
each year.
Proposed legislation from Sen. Murkowski and Rep. Amodei could help put the
report’s recommendations in motion.

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT AND CEO JUNE 12, 2019

Dear Joe, 
 
Last week, the U.S. Department of Commerce (DOC) released a report
recommending that critical steps be taken to ensure a reliable supply of minerals
here in the U.S. The report is the culmination of months of collaboration between
the DOC, the Department of Interior and the Department of Defense, among other
agencies.
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I am encouraged by the report’s call for a more efficient mine permitting system.
The mining industry’s recommended approach to addressing this critical issue
includes processes that encourage domestic mineral production such as:

Improving access to domestic critical mineral resources on federal lands and
reducing federal permitting timeframes;
Launching concurrent reviews in which federal agencies would conduct any
consultations or reviews concurrently rather than sequentially to expedite the
process; and
Establishing timelines for each major step of the process including: scoping
of the analysis; baseline studies required under applicable law and use of
existing studies already conducted for state or federal authorizations; draft
EIS or similar analysis under NEPA; submission and review of public and
agency comments; publication of any required public notices; and final
decisions.

The report could not come at a more critical moment in time. The most recent
USGS Mineral Commodity Summaries Report found that the our nation remains
import dependent for 18 key minerals resources and more than 50 percent import-
dependent for an additional 30 mineral commodities used in everyday
manufacturing and defense applications. Our reliance on foreign nations for
minerals such as rare earths has put our supply chains at risk. 
 
That’s why our decisionmakers must take immediate action to reform the mine
permitting process and encourage domestic mining. Recent proposals from Sen.
Murkowski and Rep. Amodei demonstrate positive momentum in Congress. Help
us by working with federal lawmakers to support these bills for a stronger, more
secure future for our nation. 

https://mineralsmakelife.org/resources/mineral-commodity-summaries-2019/
https://mineralsmakelife.org/resources/op-ed-america-must-secure-its-supply-chains-against-a-vulnerability-of-its-own-making/
https://mineralsmakelife.org/resources/murkowski-resurrects-critical-minerals-bill/
https://mineralsmakelife.org/resources/rep-amodei-introduces-commonsense-legislation-to-support-responsible-domestic-mining/


 
To learn more about the report, read our blog post. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Hal Quinn 
NMA President and CEO

OP-ED 
A Critical Moment for U.S. Industrial Policy 
 

 
Our mineral import reliance is at an all-time high. Not only does this foreign reliance
increase our risk of supply disruptions, but it also threatens our country’s national
defense capabilities.

VIDEO 
The Mining Law of 1872 
 
Adding more regulations to The Mining
Law of 1872 would provide no additional
environmental benefits, and would make
the U.S. mining industry less competitive
on a global scale. We must support – not
discourage – investment in domestic
mining.
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