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MINERALS: THE BEDROCK OF
SUPPLY CHAIN SECURITY

Every modern industry and product requires minerals and metals. Whether it's modernizing
infrastructure, reshoring industry and critical supply chains, creating high-paying jobs, or pivoting to
electric vehicles (EVs), U.S. mining is essential to each one. Despite their importance, the U.S. remains
over reliant on imports for the very minerals we depend on. The U.S. only accounts for 11% of global
spending on mineral exploration but has an estimated $6.2 trillion worth of mineral resources.

We must encourage mining here at home to ensure reliable minerals supply
chains. With more support from both the public and policymakers, America’s
domestic mining industry can greatly reduce our import overreliance.

A BURDENSOME PROCESS

It takes 5X longer to get a U.S. 7_1 o It takes 7-10 years to secure a mine
minerals mine approved than it permit in the U.S. vs. the 2-3 years
does in countries with similar years it takes in Canada or Australia.
environmental standards.

DEMAND IS GROWING

g INFRASTRUCTURE > ADVANCED ENERGY

In 2021, the U.S. received a C- on the m The International Energy Agency

C- American Society of Civil Engineers’ predicts the energy sector's demand
— | (ASCE) Infrastructure Report Card.® for minerals could grow 6X by 2040.

» = 2 Rebuilding our e |IP = 1P By 2040, EVs could
Cu Fe Mo | infrastructure will Li ||Co|| Ni || Cu | account for over
&% || st [[™%%" | drive demand for a o fos 5 5% | 60% of global car
variety of minerals, such as copper, iron and sales, causing demand for battery metals like
molybdenum. lithium, cobalt, nickel and copper to skyrocket.”®

The energy sector has becomea  100%
leading consumer of minerals as

energy transitions accelerate. 80

60%

40%

Share of clean energy

technologies in total demand  20%

for selected materials. I I I I
0% I

2010 2020 2040 2040 2010 2020 2040 2040 2010 2020 2040 2040 2010 2020 2040 2040 2010 2020 2040 2040
STEPS SDS STEPS SDS STEPS SDS STEPS SDS STEPS SDS
Lithium Cobalt Nickel Copper Rare earth elements

STEPS: Stated Policies Scenario | SDS: Sustainable Development Scenario

OUR NATIONAL SECURITY IS AT RISK

920 Ibs. of rare earths are used to make a
single F-35 Joint Strike fighter jet.

The Department of Defense uses
750K tons of minerals each year.

s More than 66 different minerals
are used for sensors and software
in Blackhawk helicopters.'

84% of voters believe policymakers
should focus on supporting domestic
mining to reduce our reliance on foreign
countries for mineral imports.?

IMPORT RELIANCE IS ON THE RISE

In the past 25 years our import dependence has more than doubled.
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OTHER NATIONS IN CONTROL

The U.S. relies on China for over 20 E Only 9 of the world's 142 lithium-ion

critical minerals.? = hattery mega factories are planned for
o . the U.S. while 107 are in China.®

China is the top producer or supplier . . o

of 66% of the minerals listed as 16 Equivalent to Ch'ﬂf’i building one

essential to U.S. economic and less factory a week while the U.S.

national security.* builds one every four months.>

MINING FOR PROGRESS

We need to revitalize our infrastructure, bolster our national security and grow the economy. This will not be possible
if our nation remains beholden to other nations for critical mineral resources.

The U.S. contains enough minerals to help drive our economic growth, innovation and development. We must reform
the mine permitting system and access our domestic resources rather than deepening our overreliance on imports.

Find out how we can fix our broken mine permitting policies at MineralsMakeLife.org.
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